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fourth book in the hugely successful Student Guides Simplified series. Following on from A Brief History of
Criminal Profiling which deals with the evolution of profiling this book discuses, examines and analyses four
different approaches to criminal profiling. The Diagnostic Evaluation approach began in the 1950s with New
York psychiatrist Dr. James Brussel being asked to input on two high profile cases, the Mad Bomber of New
York, and the Boston Strangler. The first case proved to be a spectacular success with Brussel providing a
classic text book profile right down to how the suspect dressed. But the failure of a high profile team of
psychiatrists, psychologists and anthropologists to catch the Boston Strangler or even identify whether the
authorities should be looking for one or more suspects damaged the credibility of the diagnostic evaluation
approach. The FBI then decided that a retreat to good old classic detective work was necessary and from this
the Crime Scene Analysis approach developed. The author examines three serial killer cases where this
approach was used, Richard Trent Chase, Gary Ridgway and Dennis Rader. However, in respect of the above
three case studies the profile for Richard Trenton Chase was accurate and the case was solved; the profile of
Gary Ridgway was inaccurate and the profile did not lead to the arrest of the suspect; and in the Dennis Rader
case the profile was ambiguous and it...
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