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New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Although this Gospel is, by some among the learned, supposed to have
been really written by Nicodemus, who became a disciple of Jesus Christ, and conversed with him; others
conjecture that it was a forgery towards the close of the third century by some zealous believer, who observing
that there had been appeals made by the Christians of the former age, to the Acts of Pilate, but that such Acts
could not be produced, imagined it would be of service to Christianity to fabricate and publish this Gospel; as it
would both confirm the Christians under persecution, and convince the Heathens of the truth of the Christian
religion. The Rev. Jeremiah Jones says, that such pious frauds were very common among Christians even in the
first three centuries; and that a forgery of this nature, with the view above mentioned, seems natural and
probable. The same author, in noticing that Eusebius, in his Ecclesiastical history, charges the Pagans with
having forged and published a book, called The Acts of Pilate, takes occasion to observe, that the internal
evidence of this Gospel shows it was not the work of any Heathen; but that if in the latter end of the third
century we find it in use among Christians (as it was then certainly in some churches) and about the same time
find a forgery of the Heathens under the same title, it seems exceedingly probable that some Christians, at that
time, should publish such a piece as this, in order partly to confront the spurious one of the Pagans, and partly
to support those appeals which had been made by former Christians to the Acts of Pilate; and...
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