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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.From the PREFACE: THE title of the following work will, it may be hoped,
render any explanation of its aims unnecessary. The mode of treatment of the subject, and the order in which
the diEerent branches of it are brought before the student, diEering essentially from those adopted in most
other works of the same kind, require, however, a few prefatory remarks. We oGen find the earlier chapters of
rudimentary treatises, whether on music or any other subject, occupied, not with attempts to convey ideas of
the things to be first studied, but with explanations of the symbols which represent them, - many of these latter,
perhaps, not being called into requisition till an advanced period in the study, when they have to be learned a
second time. Thus the beginner in music is made to exhaust the subject of the stave before he is in the least
informed as to the nature of the scale; or is called upon to consider the peculiarities of five-crotchet time, while
as yet he has no practical acquaintance with the first principles of rhythm. In the following work no attempt is
made to introduce the student to the alphabet of music till he has learned something about music, or, more
properly, the musical system itself; nor is he instructed in the diEerent kinds of measure, nor even made aware
of the existence of bars, until he has acquired some idea of the limits of a musical phrase, and the nature of a
musical foot, - things altogether independent of any forms by which they may be represented, and which, as
they certainly existed ages before the invention of the present musical...
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