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asserting or vaunting of it? No Jew or heathen believed that they had it; but they believed it, and acted as if they
did. When the Church s faith in its divine birth, in its regenerate position, in God s calling, was growing weak,
then it must begin to say how very divine it is. When it no longer understands itself to be in Christ, to be by its
very nature and constitution spiritual, it must begin to assert that a certain mysterious spirituality had been
conferred upon it, apart from Christ; it must suppose that He had delegated His functions to those who should
have been the witnesses that He was continually and in person exercising them; at last the notion must be
adopted, and be regarded as necessary to the unity of the Church, that one person was representing Him in His
absence, was His commissioned vicar. Every pretension of the Church which has been felt as tyrannical and
intolerable by the inward conscience and reason of mankind, has arisen from this low and imperfect view of its
own position. It must force men s assent to opinions, because it did not be-x. POWERS AND WORKS OF THE
CHURCH. 207 lieve that it had power to elevate them into a knowledge of the Truth; it must hold down human
thoughts and energies, because it did not believe that it had a...
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