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Intercede Pro Clero Ah, priest of God, the solemnity of Christmas is more for you than a pious reminder of ages
gone by. Every morning the mystery of Bethlehem is renewed on the altar of your ministration. As often as you
offer up the holy sacrifice of the Mass, you give to the world the same God who was born of the purest of
virgins. Your lips, says Tertullian, bring Him forth, parturiente lingua. Your hands and your heart are the
manger, and the sacramental species are the swaddling clothes. Bow down in adoration of the loving God born
in your hands. Welcome Him, and let your heart be filled with transports of joy and a firm hope. By holy
communion, He comes to work in your soul the same wonders which He wrought at His coming among men,
namely, to drive away darkness, to curb evil inclinations, and infuse into the souls of His priests holiness and joy.
Ah, He comes to you with more favors than you could ever dream of. 2d Point. Spiritual coming of Christ into
souls in order to sanctify and save men. It would profit us very little to know that Christ came eighteen hundred
years ago to visit mankind, through the bowels of His mercy, if we did not know that He has since that time
been coming incessantly, that He might impart to each and every one that spiritual life which He alone can give
with abundance. Behold the mystery which should move all hearts. The Redeemer, well aware that no man is
accepted by the Father unless he be made...
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